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06/19/09 
 
Anchorman Don Lemon 
CNN 
190 Marietta St NW 
Atlanta, GA 30303  
 
RE: Providing “balance” in reporting on HIV/AIDS 
 
Dear Mr. Lemon, 
 
On Saturday, June 13 at 7:45pm PST you had two HIV advocates on your show to discuss this 
malady and our country’s response to HIV disease. I am writing, on behalf of our 26-member Board 
of Directors (enclosed list) and our thousands of members to respectfully ask if I may participate in 
similar interviews in the future to provide balance to your presentation--an opposing view. 
 
For example, the woman stated that HIV disease is a disease that affects all Americans. That is 
partially true in one aspect and completely false in another: 
 
• True: HIV disease is affecting us all due the exorbitant tax-payer funding for it that is negatively 

impacting all non-AIDS illnesses as evidenced in the chart below. The overall funding for HIV 
disease is now well over $300 billion dollarsi since its inception in 1981 and that does not include 
the billions spent by the pharmaceutical companies, other nations, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, Warren Buffet, amfAR, and Hollywood celebrities. 
 

• Untrue: According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), those at risk of HIV 
illness are not “all of us” as she stated, but rather men having sex with men, IV drug users and 
heterosexuals having sex with one who has HIV or at risk of having HIV (the CDC definition of 
high-risk heterosexual transmission). There is virtually no risk outside of this group except a few 
babies who contract it from their mothers but the drugs are so good now that the disease can be 
halted quickly in such patients. 
 

With more balance to your reporting on HIV/AIDS, more Americans can have access to both sides of 
this issue of governmental funding for HIV disease, and your viewers can be uplifted by the success 
our government has achieved. For example, the death rate in newly infected patients in Californiaii 
has fallen 98 percent from 9,802 deaths in 1992 to 176 in 2008 and such success is being achieved in 
almost all states. 
 
Indeed, the Director of the NIAID who is America’s top HIV researcher overseeing the NIH $2.9 
billion budget, Anthony Fauci, MD, has publicly admitted on CNN “...the scientific advancements 
that have been made in HIV [research] are breathtaking [with] highly effective drugs to 
suppress HIV to the point where what was a death sentence in the early eighties to now having 
patients who look and feel well, who are leading very productive, very gratifying lives..." iii



 
Having given over 350 speeches on this issue throughout the USA, I would be honored to provide 
input to your broadcasts on this issue. Who would I be representing? At conventions throughout 
America in Pittsburg, LA, Tampa, Chicago, Seattle, Portland, Boston, Phoenix,iv etc., non-HIV 
patients join our organization, on average, every 1.5 minutes for 6.5 hours in protest of the bias 
toward HIV disease in funding by our government. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request to provide balance to your reporting on HIV disease. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Dr. Richard Darling, DDS: Past National Public Citizen of the Year (NASW)v 
President and CEO: The FAIR Foundationvi, a national organization with thousands of members and 
supporters whose goal is     to reverse inequities in NIH research funding and to institute new organ-donor 
policiesvii to reverse America’s organ-donor crisis 
Founder: The FAIR Foundation Liver Disease & Transplant Support Groupviii  
Author: Coma Lifeix, an autobiographical memoir of life "within" coma and survival over hepatitis C induced 
liver cancer, coma, 3 liver transplants, heart attack, diabetes & Muscular Dystrophy (Myasthenia Gravis) 

 
                                                 
i $150B thru 2004 from Henry J Kaiser Foundation at 
http://www.fairfoundation.org/overall_aids_funding_to_2004-Kaiser_Foundation.pdf  
and over $20+ Billion every year since then + Congress voted another $50 billion for global HIV, 
TB & Malaria + a significant portion of the $7.4 billion in the Stimulus Bill for the NIH Institutes 
will go to HIV because it is being distributed in pro-rata fashion based on the pervious year's 
funding when, as usual, HIV received 10 percent of the NIH budget. 
ii http://fairfoundation.org/quiz/quizanswer.htm 
iii http://fairfoundation.org/Fauci.wmv 
iv http://fairfoundation.org/news_letter/2009/02june/Phoenix_expo_pics2009.htm 
v http://www.fairfoundation.org/misc/naswannouncement.htm 
vi http://www.fairfoundation.org 
vii http://fairfoundation.org/organdonation/contactcongressfororgandonation.htm 
viii http://www.fairfoundation.org/organdonation/briandesertsun.htm 
ix http://comalife.org/ 




