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Recommendations for the Obama NIH Transition Team 

 
From: FAIR Foundation President & CEO, Richard Darling, DDS and the 26-member Board of 
Directors listed below 
 
In regards to the upcoming appointment of a new NIH Director and the continuing requests by 
CDC Director Gerberding and NIH Directors Fauci and Fenton for additional billions of dollars 
for HIV/AIDS programs, please note the following facts that are most pertinent in this time of 
our country’s and our government’s financial crisis: 
 
• The amount of funding on HIV disease by our government since the inception of HIV in our 

country is now approximately $275 billion dollars.1 We are spending $700 billion to rescue 
our country and we’ve budgeted/or spent more than one-third that amount on one disease. 
 

• The 2009 HIV/AIDS budget request is already large at $24.1 billion.2 
 

• The NIH NIAID budget for HIV/AIDS bio-medical research is $2.9 billion, which is a full ten 
percent of the entire bio-medical research budget.3 
 

• HIV/AIDS deaths have plummeted over 90 percent in many states including a 98 percent 
decline in newly-infected patient deaths in California from 9,764 to 229.4 
 

• $48 billion has been budgeted this year for PEPFAR and global HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria. 
Consider: the amount of NIH bio-medical research on every disease know to man is only $29 
billion yet we budget $48 billion, a preponderance of which will go toward one disease in one 
country: HIV in Africa.5 
 

• The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has spent approximately $7 billion on global HIV 
efforts to date and is approaching $1 billion in expenditures for HIV vaccine research,6 
 

• Warren Buffet has pledged most of his wealth to the Gates Foundation and Buffet is 
supportive of Gates bias in favor of HIV/AIDS funding.7 
 

• Our country’s top HIV/AIDS researcher and the Director of the NIH’s NIAID, Anthony 
Fauci, MD has said, “"...the scientific advancements that have been made in HIV [research] 
are breathtaking [with] highly effective drugs to suppress HIV to the point where what was a 
death sentence in the early eighties to now having patients who look and feel well, who are 
leading very productive, very gratifying lives..."8 
 

When our organization exhibits at large conventions and the attendees see our banner that is 
shown here,  
 



 
a new member joins FAIR, on average, every 2 minutes all day long while expressing great anger 
and disgust at the favoritism that continues to be afforded HIV disease in funding. 
 
For example, it is well recognized that hepatitis C (HCV) is responsible for more deaths in AIDS 
patients than the opportunistic infections that used to kill them.9 Diabetes kills more Americans 
than AIDS and breast cancer combined and cardiovascular disease (CVD) kills 871,000 
compared to 14,016 for AIDS. The NIH is spending $20, $39, $29 on each patient with HCV, 
diabetes & CVD on bio-medical research versus $2,774 on each HIV patient. Similar small 
amounts are being allocated for thousands of other illnesses, including 6,000 rare illnesses that 
receive, on average, only $200,000 per illness from the NIH for biomedical research.10 It is time 
to cease the favoritism for HIV. 
 
We are respectfully requesting that you appoint an NIH Director who is devoid of a bias for 
HIV/AIDS funding and that consideration be given to increasing the funding for non-AIDS 
illnesses. Indeed, with budgetary limitations now in place due to our government’s financial 
crisis that prevent overall increases, we recommend that Congress and the NIH do what 
homeowners are doing: reallocating funds where appropriate, in this case from HIV to other 
illnesses that have not had the same success that Dr. Fauci has laudably achieved and describes 
so well on the CD. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and we extend our sincere congratulations on 
your successful Presidential campaign. 
 
                                                 
1 Henry J. Kaiser Foundation reports $150 billion HIV funding up to 2004. Every year thereafter 
the amount budgeted has been $20+ billion including $24.1 billion for 2009. In addition, one 
must note the $48 billion PEPFAR funding, of which approx $30 billion is for global AIDS. 
2 http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/7029-041.pdf 
3 http://www.nih.gov/news/fundingresearchareas.htm 
4 http://fairfoundation.org/quiz/quizanswer.htm 
5 http://kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=53609 
6 http://fairfoundation.org/news_letter/2006/04sept/newsletter.htm 
7 http://fairfoundation.org/news_letter/2006/04sept/newsletter.htm 
8 http://fairfoundation.org/fauci.wmv 
9 http://fairfoundation.org/specter_letter_hcv_in_aids_pts.pdf 
10 http://www.fairfoundation.org/factslinks.htm 
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Board of Directors 

 
John Fung, MD, Ph.D., FACS, Chairman, Department of General Surgery; Director, Transplant 
Center, Cleveland Clinic Foundation  
 
Phil Berry, M.D., Advisory Committee for Organ Transplantation (ACOT) appointed by 
Secretary Tommie Thompson, Health & Human Services, 2001-2004; Past President, Texas 
Medical Association; President, Texas Medical Assoc. Foundation; Past Member, Board of 
Directors and Finance Committee, UNOS 

Waldo Concepcion, MD; FACS, Associate Professor of Surgery, Chief of Clinical 
Transplantation, Chief of Pediatric Kidney Transplantation, Stanford University School of 
Medicine 
 
Donald Hillebrand, MD, Hepatologist; Medical Director, Liver Transplantation, Associate 
Professor of Medicine, Scripps Green Transplant Center, La Jolla, CA 
 
Bob Gish, MD, Medical Director of the Liver Disease Management and Transplant Program at 
California Pacific Medical Center (CPMC); Division Chief, Hepatology and Complex 
Gastroenterology at CPMC Physicians Foundation; Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine at 
the University of Nevada in Reno and at University of CA San Francisco; Member of the 
American Association for the Study of the Liver, the American Gastroenterological Association, 
the American Society of Transplant Physicians, and the International Liver Transplant Society.  
 
Charles J. Goodacre, DDS, MSD; Dean of the Loma Linda University School of Dentistry; 
President of the American College of Prosthodontists; Recipient of the William J. Gies Awards 
for Vision, Innovation, and Achievement, recognizing outstanding innovation by a dental 
educator. Past President of the American Board of Prosthodontics ; Executive Council Member 
of the Academy of Prosthodontics. 

 
Pedro W. Baron, MD, Director of Pediatric and Adult Liver Transplantation; Associate Professor 
of Surgery, Loma Linda University Medical Center  

Melba Moore, MS, Commissioner of Health, St. Louis City Department of Health, St. Louis, 
Missouri; Member, Webster University’s Arts and Sciences Advisory Board, St. Louis Connect 
Care, and the Regional Health Commission; John F. Kennedy School of Government for State 
and Local Executives; 20 years experience in the public sector, management and executive 
leadership.  

Leonard J. Morse, MD; Commissioner of Public Health, Worcester, Massachusetts; Professor of 
Clinical Medicine and Family Medicine and Community Health, University of Massachusetts 
Medical School; Chair Emeritus, American Medical Association’s Council on Ethical and 
Judicial Affairs; Past-President of the Massachusetts Medical Society. 



 
Jacqueline Marcell, Caregiving Advocate: Alzheimer’s Disease; Author, Elder Rage / Publisher / 
Radio Host / Speaker / Eldercare Advocate 
 
Okechukwa Ojogho, MD, Director, Pediatric and Adult Kidney, Pancreas Transplantation; 
Associate Past Director, Liver Transplantation; Associate Professor of Surgery, Loma Linda 
University Medical Center   

Jill Weissman, PharmD, Transplant Pharmacist; Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacy 
Practice, Loma Linda University School of Pharmacy 

Bill Remak, B.Sc.MT, BA PHA Chairman, California Hepatitis C Task Force, Founder: National 
Association of Hepatitis Task Forces 

Lorenzo Rossaro, M.D., Medical Director, Liver Transplant Program; Chief, Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, University of California, Davis Medical Center 
 
Ray Hill, Patient Advocate: HIV/AIDS & Hepatitis C 

Richard Swabb, M.D., Board Certified in Nephrology and Board Certified in Internal Medicine, 
Loma Linda University Medical Center  

Sandra Rogers, Patient Advocate: Parkinson’s Disease & Stroke 

Norman Kay, Patient Advocate: Prostate Disease 

Philip Rugo, Patient Advocate: Alcoholic Liver Disease (ALD); Past Director, Harrison House 
Substance Abuse Rehabilitation Center 

Art Curley, Attorney-at-Law; President, Bradley Curley Asiano Barrabee & Crawford, PC 

Leigh Aveling, D.Min. MFT, Chaplain: Loma Linda University Medical Center and Loma Linda 
University Behavioral Medicine Clinic; Adjunct Assistant Professor, Faculty of Religion, Loma 
Linda University. Loma Linda, California 

James M. Ward Captain, SC, USNR (Ret.), Patient Advocate: Heart Disease 

Dave Courtney, Patient Advocate: Alpha-1-antitrypsin lung/liver disease; Vice President, The 
Presumed Consent Foundation 

Kress Darling, Patient Advocate, Migraine Headache & Osteoporosis 
 
 
 


