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Dear Dr. Gerberding,
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From 1992 to 2/28/07, the death rate from HIV/AIDS in California's newly
infected patients has fallen 99 percent from just under 10,000 to 140i(one­
hundred forty) and the overall death rate in our state has fallen 89 percent from
almost 8,000 to 896 (eight-hundred ninety-six) through 1/31/06.ii

This great success is being repeated throughout the fifty states. Indeed, our
organization contacted the Departments of Health in all fifty states and the
District of Columbia and their combined mv/AIDS death total for their most

recent reported period is 12,008.iii Since many only report through 2003 and 2004
and great success has been achieved since then, it is most probable that 12,008 is
an excessively high figure.

Yet, the CDC has reported estimated HIV /AIDS deaths at 16,316 to 17,453 every
year for the past five years. iv

In giving over 300 presentations throughout America asking that the great
success ofHIV advocates and researchers be recognized, including 100 in the
Senate and House office buildings to legislative health aides working for
members of the Appropriations Subcommittees, your statistics are routinely
questioned.

I join with our 28-member Board of Directors as co-signers of this letter in
respectfully requesting that you initiate a review ofHIV/AIDS death statistical
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reporting by the CDC to more accurately reflect the numbers tallied by the
individual states.

With great respect for your efforts, we are,

and our Board of Directors listed below

Richard Darling, DDS
President & CEO
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Founder: The Coachella Valley Hepatitis C/Liver Dis./Transplant Support Group
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and survival over HCV, HCC, 3 liver transplants, heart attack, diabetes

i http:j jwww.dhs.ca.gov jaidsjStatisticsjpdfjStat52007 jFeb07 AIDSMerged.pdf

ii http://fairfoundation.org/quiz/CA_HIV _AIDS_deaths_1990-2006.pdf

iil http://fairfoundation .orgjstatesjhiv-aids_deaths_by _state. htm

Iv http:j jfairfoundation.orgjCDC_AIDS_death_estimates_2001-200S.pdf

The FAIR Foundation Board of Directors as co-signers of this letter

(
I ~l...blrJ.{)C(O)\ (I-~
Waldo Concepcion, M.D., FACS
Associate Chief, Div. of Transplantation
Stanford University School of Medicine

Leonard J. Morse, M. D.
Commissioner of Public Health, Worcester, MA
Chair Emeritus, AMA Council on Ethical &
Judicial Affairs (CEJA)

Past President, Mass Medical Society &
the Boston Medical Library

I~
John Fung, M.D.
Chairman, Department of General Surgery
Director, Transplant Ctr, Cleveland Clinic

Donald J. Hillebrand, MD
Medical Director, Liver Transplant
Scripps Green Hospital
La Jolla, CA



19lw:PutfaDa.AC.. 19~, .M~ ..
Okechukwu N. Ojogho, MD
Director, Transplantation Institute
Lorna Linda University Medical Center

[j>~ 9Jww.n, .M~
Pedro Baron, MD
Director: Pediatric/Adult Liver Transplant
Lorna Linda Univ. Medical Center

Phil Berry, MD Lorenzo Rossaro, MD
FounderlPast President: Texas Medical Assoc. Medical Director/Chief of Hepatology

President, Texas Medical Assoc. Foundation Liver Transplant Department
Past member, UNOS Board & Finance, Dallas, TX UC Davis School of Medicine

.Mel6a ./KooJte, .MS
Melba Moore, MS
Commissioner of Public Health
St. Louis Department of Public Health

9lkfIuvtd SmaDD., JK~
Richard Swabb, MD
Board Certified in Nephrology & Int. Med
Lorna Linda University Medical Ctr.

Dave Courtney, Patient Advocate
Alpha-I-Antitrypsin disease
VP: The Presumed Consent Foundation

Host President: Texas Panhandle Chapter, TRIO

~(-Ifi
Ray Hill, Patient Advocate, HIV /AIDS and Hep C
ACLU Lifetime Achievement Award

Houston's Gay Male Hero Award-7 years

Jan Warner, Executive Director
The Dennis James United Cerebral Palsy Center
Cathedral City, CA

eJuvt.le4ljoDdacre, !i}!i)-S, .MS
Charles Goodacre, DDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry, Lorna Linda U.
Past President, American Board of Pros.

Jill W..eiMman, 9'.fuvun..!i)..
Jill Weissman, Pharm. D.
Transplant Pharmacist; Assist. Professor
Lorna Linda University Medical Ctr.

~ JItUvtce1l
Patient Advocate: Alzheimer's disease,

Caregivers and Elder Awareness
Author/Publisher: Elder Rage& Radio

Irvine, California

tA/~ /?z. ~
Bill Remak, B.Sc.MT, BA PHA
Chairman, California Hep. C Task Force
Founder, Nat Assoc ofHep. Task Forces

~r r1I. fur
Philip Rugo, Patient Advocate: ALD
Director: Harrison House Substance &
Abuse Rehabilitation Center

Northampton, MA



4v ,i~
Bill Roberts, Patient Advocate

Diabetes and Hepatitis C
Hacienda Heights, California 91745

Arthur Curley, Attorney-at-Law
President, Bradley Curley Asiano, PC
Larkspur, California

JimW..aJUl

Jim Ward, Captain, SC, USNR (Ret.)
Patient Advocate: Cardiovascular Disease

Jan Warner, Executive Director
The Dennis James United Cerebral Palsy Center
Cathedral City, California

~,~~

Kress Darling, Patient Advocate
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Palm Desert, California

_.lL~~
Sandy Rodgers, Patient Advocate
Parkinson's Disease and Stroke

Kapalua, Maui, Hawaii

../"
~

Norman Kay, Patient Advocate:
Prostate Cancer
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii

Mike Evanoff, Patient Advocate:
Arthritis, Palm Desert, California

~lJ.~
Nancy Zampieri
Patient Advocate: Breast Cancer
Charlotte, North Carolina



Home I About CDC I Press Room I A-Z Index I Contact Us

fl. ( . F , /. .'"

t77/D~ Department of Health and Human Services;!ff;7f/p;- /' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Search: I
COC en ES;:'allOI

CDC Home ,. HIV/AIDS ,. Topics> Statistics and Surveillance ,. Reports ,. Cases of HIV infection and AIDS In the lIllited States and
Dependent Areas. 2005

Table 7. Estimated numbers of deaths of persons with AIDS, by year of death and selected
characteristics, 2001-2005 and cumulative-United States and dependent areas
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CALIFORNIA AIDS SURVEILLANCE REPORT

CUMULATIVE CASES AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2007

5.

Reported Cases of AIDS and Case-Fatality Rates by Half-Year of Diagnosis:

Half-Year

Number ofNumber ofCase-Fatality

of Diagnosis

CasesDeathsRate

------------

-------------------------------

Before 1990

298912821494%

1990 Jan -June

45634064
J

89%

July-Dee

4436 3960..89%

1991 Jan -June

52464508L~'tr~,t t. 86%July-Dee

5755 491985%
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1992 Jan -June

6218

e;f~tJ"
80%

July-Dee

6055
~13 .••,

78%
- • p1993 Jan -June

6292447071%

July-Dee

5471 358666%

1994 Jan -June

5545322758%

July-Dee

4699 250053%

1995 Jan -June

5199227944%

July-Dee

4362 168639%

1996 Jan -June

4239139833%

July-Dee

3359 106932%

1997 Jan -June

3255881, 27%
July-Dee

2681 69726%

1998 Jan -June

2681
,~
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..•.. 26%

July-Dee

2444 59224%

1999 Jan -June
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tt~••t23%July-Dee
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2000 Jan -June

2338451., Ir
19%

July-Dee
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2001 Jan -June
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July-Dee
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2002 Jan -June
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July-Dee

2258 32314%

2003 Jan -June

224825912%

July-Dee

1958 24112%

2004 Jan -June

201121010%

July-Dee

1688 19111%

2005 Jan -June

173917510%

July-Dee

1605 1449%
~~ f~/i2006 Jan -June

1516~99 7%

July-Dee

958
,

41
• 4%-

2007 Jan -Feb

682
---

3%------------

----------------------------

Totals
1444338321258%

AIDS reporting began in March, 1983.

Source: California Department of Health Services, Office of AIDS, HIV/AIDS Case Registry Section, data as of February 28, 2007.

For more information, call the HIV/AIDS Case Registry Section at (916) 449-5866.
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