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Julie Louise Gerberding, M.D., M.P.H

Director

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road

Atlanta, GA 30333

RE: CDC HIV/AIDS Death Statistics

Dear Dr. Gerberding,

From 1992 to 2/28/07, the death rate from HIV/AIDS in California’s newly
infected patients has fallen 99 percent from just under 10,000 to 140’ (one-
hundred forty) and the overall death rate in our state has fallen 89 percent from
almost 8,000 to 896 (eight-hundred ninety-six) through 1/31/06."

This great success is being repeated throughout the fifty states. Indeed, our
organization contacted the Departments of Health in all fifty states and the
District of Columbia and their combined HIV/AIDS death total for their most
recent reported period is 12,008." Since many only report through 2003 and 2004
and great success has been achieved since then, it is most probable that 12,008 is
an excessively high figure.

Yet, the CDC has reported estimated HIV/AIDS deaths at 16,316 to 17,453 every
year for the past five years."

In giving over 300 presentations throughout America asking that the great
success of HIV advocates and researchers be recognized, including 100 in the
Senate and House office buildings to legislative health aides working for
members of the Appropriations Subcommittees, your statistics are routinely
questioned.

I join with our 28-member Board of Directors as co-signers of this letter in
respectfully requesting that you initiate a review of HIV/AIDS death statistical
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reporting by the CDC to more accurately reflect the numbers tallied by the
individual states.

With great respect for your efforts, we are,

W’ QM ""J' bp“s— and our Board of Directors listed below

Richard Darling, DDS
President & CEO
National Public Citizen of the Year (NASW-"03)
Founder: The Coachella Valley Hepatitis C/Liver Dis./Transplant Support Group
Board of Directors: United Organ Transplant Association
Author: Coma Life, an autobiographical memoir of life "within" coma
and survival over HCV, HCC, 3 liver transplants, heart attack, diabetes

" http://www.dhs.ca.gov/aids/Statistics/pdf/Stats2007/Feb07AIDSMerged. pdf
" http://fairfoundation.org/quiz/CA_HIV_AIDS_deaths_1990-2006.pdf

il http://fairfoundation.org/states/hiv-aids_deaths_by_state.htm

¥ http://fairfoundation.org/CDC_AIDS_death_estimates_2001-2005.pdf

The FAIR Foundation Board of Directors as co-signers of this letter
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Waldo Concepcion, M.D., FACS John Fung, M.D.

Associate Chief, Div. of Transplantation Chairman, Department of General Surgery

Stanford University School of Medicine Director, Transplant Ctr, Cleveland Clinic
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Remnond 4. Terrae, m.o. |\ AL,

Leonard J. Morse, M. D. Donald J. Hillebrand, MD

Commissioner of Public Health, Worcester, MA  Medical Director, Liver Transplant

Chair Emeritus, AMA Council on Ethical & Scripps Green Hospital

Judicial Affairs (CEJA) La Jolla, CA

Past President, Mass Medical Society &
the Boston Medical Library



Obechubuwn N. Ojegho, MD.
Okechukwu N. Ojogho, MD

Director, Transplantation Institute
Loma Linda University Medical Center
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Phil Berry, MD

Founder/Past President: Texas Medical Assoc.
President, Texas Medical Assoc. Foundation
Past member, UNOS Board & Finance, Dallas, TX

Melba Moore, MS

Melba Moore, MS

Commissioner of Public Health

St. Louis Department of Public Health

Rickard Swablb, MD

Richard Swabb, MD

Board Certified in Nephrology & Int. Med
Loma Linda University Medical Ctr.
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Dave Courtney, Patient Advocate
Alpha-1-Antitrypsin disease
VP: The Presumed Consent Foundation

Host President: Texas Panhandle Chapter, TRIO
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Ray Hill, Patient Advocate, HIV/AIDS and Hep C

ACLU Lifetime Achievement Award
Houston’s Gay Male Hero Award-7 years
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Jan Warner, Executive Director

The Dennis James United Cerebral Palsy Center

Cathedral City, CA

Pedre Baren, MD

Pedro Baron, MD

Director: Pediatric/Adult Liver Transplant
Loma Linda Univ. Medical Center
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Lorenzo Rossaro, MD

Medical Director/Chief of Hepatology
Liver Transplant Department

UC Davis School of Medicine

Charles Goodacne, DDS, MS.
Charles Goodacre, DDS, MS

Dean, School of Dentistry, Loma Linda U.
Past President, American Board of Pros.

Jitl Weissman, Phovn. D.

Jill Weissman, Pharm. D.

Transplant Pharmacist; Assist. Professor
Loma Linda University Medical Ctr.

Jacqueline Maxrcell
Patient Advocate: Alzheimer’s disease,
Caregivers and Elder Awareness
Author/Publisher: Elder Rage& Radio
Irvine, California
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Bill Remak, B.Sc.MT, BA PHA
Chairman, California Hep. C Task Force
Founder, Nat Assoc of Hep. Task Forces
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Philip Rugo, Patient Advocate: ALD
Director: Harrison House Substance &
Abuse Rehabilitation Center
Northampton, MA



Bill Roberts, Patient Advocate

Diabetes and Hepatitis C
Hacienda Heights, California 91745

e >

Arthur Curley, Attorney-at-Law
President, Bradley Curley Asiano, PC
Larkspur, California

Jim Ward
Jim Ward, Captain, SC, USNR (Ret.)
Patient Advocate: Cardiovascular Disease
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Jan Warner, Executive Director
The Dennis James United Cerebral Palsy Center
Cathedral City, California

Hress. Daviling

Kress Darling, Patient Advocate
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Palm Desert, California

Sandy Rodgers, Patient Advocate
Parkinson’s Disease and Stroke
Kapalua, Maui, Hawaii
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Norman Kay, Patient Advocate:
Prostate Cancer
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
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Mike Evanoff, Patient Advocate:
Arthritis, Palm Desert, California
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Nancy Zampieri
Patient Advocate: Breast Cancer
Charlotte, North Carolina
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Table 7. Estimated numbers of deaths of persons with AIDS, by year of death and selected
characteristics, 2001-2005 and cumulative—United States and dependent areas

View PDF )

Year of death
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Cumulative®

Data for 50 states and the District of Columbia
Age at diagnosis (yrs)

<13 47 -25 23 15 7 4,865
13-14 2 G 7 14 14 271
16—=14 44 38 38 38 42 1.061
20-24 206 152 163 188 157 8,555
25-29 812 555 531 E0% 457 43,157
30-34 1872 1451 1,328 1.208 1,102 a4 2e0
3538 3,145 2922 2,889 26804 2,129 114,833
4044 3714 g7 3882 3,855 3371 101,420
45249 3,038 323 3358 3479 3281 #9,832
50-54 2082 2279 2480 26834 2635 41,897
56-54 1.088 1,174 1,371 1,508 1529 23,600
B0-5d 624 €02 732 755 805 13,497
268 k) 875 208 245 204 13,611
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic 5,235 5,153 5,263 5.137 5,006 235,879
Black, not Hispanic 2.085 8627 2.077 9,302 8,562 211,550
Hispanic 2436 2,306 2774 2654 2424 77,125
Asian'Facific Iskander 9% a3 82 113 a7 3,383
American Indian/Alaska Native 79 84 75 BS 81 1,657
Transmission category

Male adult or adolescent :

Male-to-male sexual contact £.805 5,887 111 6,078 £.929

Injection drug use 3,749 3,862 37588 3570 3.159

Male-to-male sexual contact and injection drug use 1,242 1.273 1,254 1,214 1,384

High-nisk hetercsexual contact® 1485 1434 1554 1728 1584

ther" 169 163 156 136 104 9,824

Subtatal 12,740 12400 12934 12828 12140 436 598

Female adult or adolescent

Injection drug use 1,828 1,876 1.316 1,858 1,651 41,529

High-risk hetercsexual contact® 2258 2295 2400 253 2413 40.233

Cther® aé G4 a4 77 54 4,082

Subtotal 2172 4,185 441 4 58T 4122 55 B44

Child {<13 yrs at diagnosis)

Perinatal 66 52 53 58 48 4,800

Other? 3 4 & 1 1 515

Suatotal B9 568 59 60 42 5315
Region of residence
Nt_)rlheas: 5.001 5376 4904 3448 174,327
flidwest 1.682 1,855 1.618 1.541 52,933
South 7,489 7776 8,353 8,240 191,845
West 2,738 2547 2577 2568 111,852
Subtotal for 50 states and the District of Columbia 15,580 16641 17404 17453 16318 530,756

Data for U.S. dependent areas 724 662 592 628 819 19,358
Total® 17,726 17,318 18,020 18,099 17.011 550,394




CALIFORNIA AIDS SURVEILLANCE REPORT
CUMULATIVE CASES AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2007

5. Reported Cases of AIDS and Case-Fatality Rates by Half-Year of Diagnosis:

Half-Year Number of Number of Case-Fatality
of Diagnosis Cases Deaths Rate
Before 1990 29891 28214 94%
1990 Jan -June 4563 4064 89%

July-Dec 4436 3960 89%

1991 Jan -June 5246 asos B F *@ ' 86%

July-Dec 5755 4919 . = 85%

o,

1992 Jan -June 6218 4984 3 803
July-Dec 6055 4713 ; g 78%

1993 Jan -June 6292 4470 ' 71%
July-Dec 5471 3586 66%

1994 Jan -June 5545 3227 58%
July-Dec 4699 2500 53%

1995 Jan -June 5199 2279 44%
July-Dec 4362 1686 39%

1996 Jan -June 4239 1398 33%
July-Dec 3359 1069 32%

1897 Jan -June 3255 881 27%
July-Dec 2681 697 26%

1998 Jan -June 2681 684 26%
July-Dec 2444 592 24%

1999 Jan -June 2602 597 vy 233
July-Dec 2217 473 | - 21%

2000 Jan -June 2338 451 ' 198
July-Dec 2139 441 21%

2001 Jan -June 2247 410 18%
July-Dec 2111 385 18%

2002 Jan -June 2339 338 14%
July-Dec 2258 323 14%

2003 Jan -June 2248 259 12%
July-Dec 1958 241 12%

2004 Jan -June 2011 210 10%
July-Dec 1688 191 11%
2005 Jan -June 1739 175 10%
July-Dec 1605 144 . 9%

2006 Jan -June 1516 99 7%
July-Dec 958 41 4%

2007 Jan -Feb 68 2 ’ 3%
Totals 144433 83212 58%

AIDS reporting began in March, 1983.
Source: California Department of Health Services, Office of AIDS, HIV/AIDS Case Registry Section, data as of February 28, 2007.

For more information, call the HIV/AIDS Case Registry Section at (916) 449-5866.
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